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From the Pastor’s Desk:

WHOSE COUNTRY IS IT, ANYWAY?

by Pat Buchanan

Hal f a century ago, Ameri ca
fabl es. Particularly appropria
0The Dog in the Manger. 6 The 't
nap in the manger. When the ox, who has weaikedy, comes in to e
some straw, the dog barks loudly, threatens to bite him and drives h
from its dinner The lesson the fable teaches is that it is maliciou
wicked to deny someone else something that you yourself do not w
cannot egn enjoy.

What brings the fabl e t o-hatersnTthe problemtwith theseyolkais ndtsimulyrthal
detest Christmas and what it represents, but that they must do their best, or worst, to ensure Christians doseasen
and the Holy day they lov&s a Washington Times editorial relates, the number-Ghdatian bigots is growing, and th
mal evol ence is out of t hsaitcladl skeletentwas nailednto aLcesss. b ln Sampta MeXj€
atheists were granted 18 of 21 plots in a public park allotted for holiday displays and they erected signs mdokiing |

Wi sconsin statehouse, a sign informs visitors,mitRles
video that has gone viral on YouTube shows denizens of Occupy D.C. spewing gratuitous hatred of a couple \
appropriate a smal/l patch of McPherson Sqguare to s

People who indulge in such conduct invgrielaim to be champions of the First Amendment, exercising their r
free speech to maintain a separation of church and state. They are partly right. The First Amendmentvdoaistpegt
are doing. But what they are doing is engaging in etk apd antChristian bigotry. For what is the purpose of what
are about, if not to wound, offend, insult and mock fellow Americans celebrating the happiest day of their calendai

Consider what this day means to a believing Christian. thésant a day to celebrate the Nativity, the birth of C
whom we believe to be the Son of God and the Savior who gave His life on the Cross to redeem mankind and of
of HeavenEven if a man disbelieves this, why would he interfere wighyohig fellow countrymen their right to celebra
public this joyous occasion? Especially when 3 out of 4 Americans still profess to be Christians.

Not long ago, the Supreme Court and three presidéfisodrow Wilson, Harry Truman, and Jimmy Cértait
declared the United States to be a o0Christian nat
thousand Jews. The Irish immigration from 1845 to 1850 brought hundreds of thousands more Catholics to A
Great Wave of imigration from 1890 to 1920 brought millions of Southern and Eastern Europeans, mostly Ca
Jews. As late as 1990, 85% of all Americans described themselves as Christians.

So, how did Americads Chri st i a wurry their fathens hadt@ltnfos thdm? E
did America come to be a nation where not only have all Christian prayers, pageants, holidays and Holy days bee
all government schools and public institutions, but secularism has taken overothlesevkith Christians are mockec
ways that would be declared hate crimes were it done to other religious faiths or ethnic minorities?

Was it a manifestation of tolerance and maturity that Christians allowed themselves to be robbed of theioiah
point where Barack Obama could assert without <cont
nati ono?

What these Christmaashers are saying through their mockery and ridicule to Christians is this:
O0Thi s icwmmttr w,ouanymor e. It is our country, now.

The question for Christians, then, is a simple one: Do we have what it takes to take America back?
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Care Packages

ROBBIE GEORGE ANDREW TRAVER
455 EAMXS/C - 130 AMU 455 EAMXS/C - 130 AMU
APO, AE 09354 APO, AE 09354
mfel82@gmail.com aptraver@gmail.com

The response has been overwhelming for our care packages to our military members. We

will be sending them out the week of January 8, so if yousdd stildl
to this endeavor get it here by then! | f you3d | i ke to send yourt
list of some of the items that are appropriate. The Post Office has specially designated
packaging and labeling as well as the appropriate customs forms that will need to be used.

Just ask one of the clerks and they will get you all you need! The boxes are regularly
$14.99, but are discounted $2 for militar
to be packed as full as you can get it!!

Non-food Items Food Items

Chapstick beef jerky

hand/feet warmers gum

toothbrush/toothpaste mints

dental floss snack mixes

baby wipes sunflower seeds

razors microwave popcorn

Tissues packs Granola bars

Q-tips hot cocoa mix

foot powder flavor packets for bottled water

shoelaces (tennis shoes & boots)

crayons/ coloring books

puzzle books

Ziploc bags
AA batteries
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Deowitt Spurloch  And(g Green
Allan Armentrout Larrg Gess

1 - 3 year olds Workers

15t 7 Lori Leitner
8" 1 Diane Nixon & Lori Blanch
15" 1 Sarah Hintz
22" 7 Barb Wells
29" i Rhonda DahmnH&nnah Talbott
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417 8 year olds workers

January YJohn & Laura Spurlock
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January Counters: {ori Blanch & Debbie Galbreath







How We Roll

The other day, someone at a store in our town read that anethamphetamine
lab had been found in an old farmhouse in the adjoining county and he asked
me, ~ Why didn3t we have a drug problem when you and | were growing up?

| replied, " | had a drug problem when | was young: | was drug to church on
Sunday morning. | was drug to church for weddings and funerals. | was drug
to family reunions and community socials no matter the weather. | was drug
by my ears when | was disrespectful to adults. | was also drug the woodshed
when | disobeyed my parents, told a lie, brought home a bad report card, did
not speak with respect, spoke ill of the teacher or the preacher, or if | didét
put forth my best effort in everything that was asked of me. | was drug to the
kitchen sink to have my mouth washed out with soap if | uttered a profanity. |
was drug out to pull weeds in Mom3s garden and flaver beds and cockleburs
out of Dad?s fields. | was drug to the homes of family, friends and neighbors to
help out some poor soul who had no one to mow the yard, repair the
clothesline, or chop some firewood, and if my mother had ever known that |
took a single dime as a tip for this kindness, she would have drug me back to
the woodshedp

Those drugs are still in my veins and theffect my behavior in everything |
do, say, or think. They are stronger than cocaine, crack, or heroin; and, if
today3s children had this kind of drug problem America would be a better
place.

Randy and Melanie Bordelon
Avoyelles Parish, Louisiana



